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Tolerance Data Tolerance Data.2 -..S. employees, whose mean age was 45.2 and 46.2
years in the NT group and TT group, respectively. Several studies had similar findings

that have reported the increased risk for the development of AMD in
female.\[[@ref7][@ref11][@ref12]\] The female participants had higher risk of AMD with

the co-presence of educational level and smoking habits in our study. This gender
relationship may be explained by the protective effect of estrogen in AMD

pathogenesis.\[[@ref13]\] The female gender is expected to be protective against risk of
AMD.\[[@ref14][@ref15]\] On the other hand, duration of education is suggested to play a

role in development of AMD, as higher level of education results in the improvement of
standard of living, lifestyle, and socioeconomic factors.\[[@ref12]\] According to our

findings, the mean annual direct costs of AMD were estimated as 5217 USD in the TN
group and 6276 USD in the TT group. The prevalence of AMD in these two groups was

3.6% and 3.8%, respectively. The direct costs estimation in another study in Iran,
reported that the mean cost of AMD in 1074 elderly individuals was 5804 USD.\[[@ref3]\]

The direct cost for AMD in our study was higher than in a report from Nigeria (4242
USD),\[[@ref16]\] and lower than in a report from Italy (7600 USD).\[[@ref17]\] The

estimated direct costs were considerably higher in a study in Australia, where the mean
direct cost of AMD in 4502 patients was 7668 USD.\[[@ref18]\] The estimated cost of AMD

for each person in Australia was 8430 USD, which is almost twice the estimated cost in
our study. The difference in estimated costs of AMD in Iran compared with other studies

may be due to different methodologies or the difference in the social and economic
status of people. The estimated cost of AMD in the TN group in our study was lower than

in the abovementioned studies, while the estimated cost of AMD in the TT group was
higher. This may be due to the younger mean age of our subjects compared with the

participants of other studies. The estimated cost of AMD in Taiwan was
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